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INFORMATION BULLETIN                                     PEL IB02/2015
ZFTT (Zero Flight Time Training)

Zero Flight Time Training (ZFTT) refers to the training given on an aircraft type rating course that is carried out entirely in a simulator. This method of training is not available for every pilot; the entry requirements are contained in PART-FCL, SUBPART H, Section 2, especially FCL 730.A, and it is the training organization’s responsibility to ensure that only qualified pilots start it.

HCAA approval is required to conduct such training courses, in accordance with ORA.ATO.330 General.



Organizational Requirements

In order to be eligible to conduct ZFTT, the training organization (TO) concerned will need to comply with the following requirements:

· It must have a specific approved arrangement with an Operator.

· It shall ensure that the student pre-requisites are met before starting the course.(see PART-FCL quotes above)
· The type rating will be restricted to that particular Operator until line flying under supervision has been accomplished.

· A specific simulator session including a minimum of six additional take-offs and landings shall be conducted according to EU 1178/2011, EU 965/2012
· The Flight Simulator(s) must be suitably qualified in accordance with EASA-FSTD and approved (for ZFTT) by their CA and/or the Agency.

Approval for zero flight-time training (ZFTT), as specified in Part-FCL, shall only be given to ATOs that also have the privileges to conduct commercial air transport operations or ATOs having specific arrangements with commercial air transport operators.For an approval to conduct ZFTT, the Operator shall have had at least 90 days of operational experience on the aeroplane type. The “90 days” requirement  will not apply , (in the case of ZFTT provided by an ATO having a specific arrangement with an Operator), when the type rating instructor (TRI(A)) involved in the additional take-offs and landings, as required in Part-ORO, has operational experience on the aeroplane type. (ORA.ATO.330 General).
INITIAL APPROVAL: For an initial approval to conduct ZFTT, the operator should have held an air operator's certificate for commercial air transport for at least 1 year. This period may be reduced where the operator and the ATO have experience of type rating training. (AMC1 ORA.ATO.330 General)
Instructors for the ZFTT session must be qualified as a TRI, and those instructors completing the first four take-offs and landings (Aeroplane)  of the Line Flying Under Supervision must also be TRI(A) qualified (TRI with aircraft privileges, or TRI restricted to simulator only,  who has received additional training in accordance with AMC1 FCL.930.TRI, (k) and (aa). (TRI FFS/LIFUS))

Simulator Requirements

ZFTT may be conducted only in EASA-FFS qualified to level CG, C or interim C and FFS qualified to level DG or D. Evidence specifically permitting ZFTT for each FFS will be required.
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Operational Requirements

ORO.FC.220 Operator conversion training and checking

(e) In the case of aeroplanes, pilots that have been issued a type rating based on a zero flight-time training (ZFTT) course shall: 

(1) Commence line flying under supervision not later than 21 days after the completion of the skill test or after appropriate training provided by the operator. The content of such training shall be described in the operations manual; 

(2) complete six take-offs and landings in a FSTD not later than 21 days after the completion of the skill test under the supervision of a type rating instructor for aeroplanes (TRI(A)) occupying the other pilot seat. The number of take-offs and landings may be reduced when credits are defined in the data established in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1702/2003. If these take-offs and landings have not been performed within 21 days, the operator shall provide refresher training. The content of such training shall be described in the operations manual; 

(3) Conduct the first four take-offs and landings of the LIFUS in the aeroplane under the supervision of a TRI(A) occupying the other pilot seat. The number of take-offs and landings may be reduced when credits are defined in the data established in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1702/2003.
Applying for the addition of ZFTT to an existing ATO Approval
An operator or an ATO wishing to add ZFTT to the TO Course Approval must satisfy the above Personnel Licensing Department requirements for inclusion in the manual and the ATO attachment.  
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